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As Jewish people around the world prepare for Passover under the pale of coronavirus, we are faced with a host of new challenges

and questions. While strictly following the guidelines of the CDC, how are we to prepare with minimal ingredients and limited

access to communal resources? How to celebrate the Seder alone? How will we celebrate the Festival of Freedom with our

movement restricted? Find answers to all this and more ...
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It may not be what you expect.

By Mendy Kaminker
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If this is G‑d’s Master plan, there is an opportunity here. If I let
go of the disappointment, the loneliness, the unfamiliar turf, I’ll
be open to the unique experiences and possibilities of this
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Use this online form to sell your chametz for Passover.
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The new situation is sad, so very sad. But somehow, through it
all, I keep insisting to myself that we’re going to do it for G‑d.
He needs us now.
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April 8, 2020Anonymous  Florida

I am unfamiliar with lighting the candles for Passover. Please clarify .

Reply

April 13, 2020Rochel Chein for chabad.org  
in response to Anonymous:
You can find the procedure and blessings for holiday candle lightings at chabad.org/114392

Reply

April 14, 2020David Harold Chester  Petach Tikva, Israel

in response to Anonymous:
Two or more candles that are similar to those for Shabbat are lit on the evenings of the first and last days. The

blessing replaces the word Shabbat with the words "Yom Tov". In the case of the home being outside our Holy Land

this is done on two successive evenings, that is to say four times.

Reply

April 6, 2020Anonymous  Freehold

I think in this time of terrible world crisis with illness and death from a mysterious killer, we have to prioritize the

importance of caring for and saving precious human lives! We can only try our best to buy specific “Kosher Le Pesach

“ only products! We need to prioritize and improvise as needed. G-D will, as always, watch over us, and care for us as

he sees fit!

Reply

April 2, 2020Lyone Fein Bernbaum  Ohio

I am having a hard time finding pesach horseradish, even online, here from my very small town in rural Ohio. My

husband and I have been having our own private seders for a few years now, but usually drive into Cleveland or

Columbus for supplies. Not this year! . . . Well, even with all my efforts to plan ahead this year, I guess something had

to get left out..... May Hashem watch over us, and all the world, in the weeks and months to come.

Reply

April 4, 2020EK  
in response to Lyone Fein Bernbaum:
You may use romaine or endives lettuce if you cannot obtain horseradish. 

See chabad.org/4332234#v30

Reply

April 6, 2020Anonymous  Beachwood

in response to Lyone Fein Bernbaum:
You may be able to purchase some from Bubbies (pickles ).

Reply

March 31, 2020Emma  Cote St Luc  - via chabadcsl.com

I will be alone too but not in my heart, I will pray with the image of my family sitting next to me, and i will hear all the

members of my community celebrating Passover all together in thoughts, stay at home, be safe and hag sameah to all

Reply

April 7, 2020Eilene A Marks  San Diego

in response to Emma:
Keep healthy and safe

Reply

March 29, 2020Perel  Chamonix, France

We live in Chamonix in the French alps and we are desperately trying to find Matzah. Does anyone know where we

can order it?

Reply

March 29, 2020Chani Benjaminson for Chabad.org  
in response to Perel:
The website kosher4u.eu is based in Europe and ships all over, try them or the closest Chabad house near you! Let us

know if you need further help via chabad.org/asktherabbi

Reply

March 31, 2020David Sudikoff  Berkeley  - via chabadberkeley.org

in response to Perel:
Chag sameach in one of the most beautiful places in the world

Reply

March 28, 2020Sarida  Cleveland Ohio

First Passover

When think about Passover it think about the very first Passover in Egypt how all of Israel had to stay inside until the

death angel passed over

Reply

April 7, 2020eddie sanders  
in response to Sarida:
This is my first Pesach too. I also think about the passage from Egypt. The desert forged a strong people!

Reply

April 7, 2020Gita  FL

in response to eddie sanders:
Chag Sameach!!!

Reply

March 27, 2020Jenny  NW6 4DH

Yes let us remember the poor in Africa, Asia, UK even USA and the refugees on the Turkish - Greek border.

As Jews we know what it is like to feel displaced.

Jenny

Reply

March 26, 2020Jeanne Peltz  Margate

Our rabbi from Durban area visited the Jewish people along the south coast of Natal. Every time I meet him I admire

his positive attitude and optimism. He always resolves the problem and can offer an alternative to the lack of the

occasion of sharing the Seder with others Devote time for prayer and meditation. We should be grateful that we are

not in the position of the poor who now are deprived of livelihood during our shut down. The SA government lacks

funds which have been stolen by the ministers

Reply

March 26, 2020Anonymous  Reisterstown  - via chabadom.com

I am alone for the first time - no family. Seders will undoubtedly be just dinner for 1. How sad - but safe.

Reply

March 26, 2020Anonymous  Fair Lawn

in response to Anonymous:
Hang in there

I was alone a few times while away in Rehab

The person who saved my LIFE O"H

Always reminded me that this Seder and Yom Kippur being alone will be the most meaningful one to myself and God

Reply

March 26, 2020Spike  Houston  - via westchabad.org

in response to Anonymous:
I too am alone. My only family is my cat. But I am not sad as I do have friends and I have a very good relationship

with my rabbi, Rabbi Dovid Goldstein. I will also celebrate Passover seders alone due to the coronavirus. For sure

these are not the best of times, but I go from day-to-day with a smile in my heart. It could be worse, I could have

advanced stages of cancer - oh wait, I do. I could suffer from narcolepsy - oh wait, I do. I could have large embolisms

in each leg - wait a minute, I do. I could have high blood pressure, gout, and curvature of the spine (etc.) - but I do. I

don't mean to whine and cry, I'm ok because I feel good about myself and am proud of the life I have (up to this

point) - sure, I've had plenty of ups and downs but after all has been said and done, I am happy.

Reply

March 26, 2020Judith  NEW YORK

in response to Anonymous:
You can keep in touch on zoom. Not on the seder but later. Many synagogue have been keeping in touch with others

that way. Never know, you might make a new friend.

Reply

March 27, 2020Anonymous  Bklyn, N.Y.

in response to Anonymous:
I agree with you, but everything is in G-D's hands.

Reply

March 29, 2020Ruth A  silver Spring, Md.  - via jewisholney.com

in response to Anonymous:
Passover-being alone.

I understand your feelings because i also will be alone... 

Sad and lonely!.....I am ordering Seder food.for myself (at least I will have that)...Chabad of Olney, ordering from a

Jewish caterer and we have to pick up. Be peaceful and safe. Silver Spring

Reply

April 2, 2020Gilda Saul  Plantation

in response to Anonymous:
Me too

Reply

April 3, 2020Robert  Brooklyn

in response to Anonymous:
I too am alone for the first time ever

It is hard but we must be thankful that we are well enough to have the seder. I am still recovering from the virus and

although it is lonely I keep reminding myself how fortunate I am to have survived. Please know that all of us who are

a line are actually all connected to each other through our aloness. We therefor are really with family.

Wishing you a very beautiful Pesach.

Reply

April 6, 2020L. Jerry Cohn  
in response to Anonymous:
Do you reside in Reisterstown, Maryland? I was stationed near there many years ago as a US soldier with no place

to go on Pesach. If I recall correctly, there was a growing Jewish community at or near there. Perhaps there is a

Jewish organization that is having a Seder and you would certainly be invited to attend.

Reply

April 8, 2020Anonymous  
in response to Anonymous:
Thank You in Reisterstown

You're not alone. You're more loving and loved than those who aren't protecting the rest of us by isolating yourself.

We're all physically alone because we care about people so it's like one consciousness in it together. Thank you for

caring and toughing it out because it is a hard thing to do. I know; I'm very much alone too. Let's comfort ourselves

by remembering past Seders when we were kids, with lots of family in attendance, looking for the Afikoman, waiting

for Eliyahu, and in my case, watching as my Great-Uncle's face turned bright red when he ate his wife's "chrain"!!!

Reply

April 6, 2020GIL COHEN-SEBAN  PARIS

in response to Anonymous:
Now in Paris for 50 years // we have many Kocher shops everywhere ! it s easy ! But i remember great pessahim we

had in Morroco wirh great weather and simha celebrating in very good atmosphere !!

May G;;;;protect us !!! i am alone ::my mother is alone and my brother with wife only ;;children are far !

we planed to be in VENEZIA this year BUT .......

HAPPY PESSAH TO ALL

Reply

March 28, 2020Esti Sisk  Kansas

in response to Spike:
Oh my G-d. Thank you for sharing. I am not receiving my chem or radiation just now. But I have other ' Oh yes I do

have this or that. And oh yes I buried my husband 2weeks ago. Oh yes etc. Being alone during the virus is just a part

of our lives. 

I feel good about my life and am happy it's not over yet. I am in love with the chabad way of life for many reasons

but a big one is reading your comment. It is beautiful. Esti

Reply

March 30, 2020Mariana  Houston

in response to Spike:
Spike, you are not alone! We all, Rabbi Goldstein's students of Lunch-and-Learn, are thinking about you and wish

you well. 

Happy Passover, Spike. G-d willing, we will all get together again and celebrate life!

Reply

March 24, 2020Sharon Janowitch  Tom's River

I do hope the jewish community pays attention of not gathering at this time. These are very serious times and we need

to sometimes change tradition. A very concerned jew.

Reply

March 25, 2020Basya  
in response to Sharon Janowitch:
You’re right. The Jewish communities have to take this seriously. We’re i live all the Pesach seders have been

cancelled.

Reply

March 26, 2020David Harold Chester  Petach Tikva, Israel

in response to Basya :
Matza at the least

My daughter has just bought and left for me some matza, with which to celebrate our Festival of Freedom, since (as

a susceptible senior) I am not allowed to go shopping myself. I will need to celebrate Pesach alone. If I cannot at

least manage to follow this instruction of what to eat during Pesach, then my life will be poorer for it.

Reply

March 26, 2020Basya  
in response to David Harold Chester:
I hope you have a really nice Seder, even although you will be alone. I am fortunate to be able to have the Seder with

my family. Everyone has been telling me that the Baal HaTurim said that when Moshiach comes everyone will be at

home like the first Pesach in Mitzraim. May the coming of Moshiach be soon.

Reply

April 1, 2020Chaya Rochel  Tampa

in response to Basya:
Amain

Reply

April 6, 2020GILBERT COHEN-SEBAN  PARIS

in response to Chaya Rochel:
AMAIN

Reply

April 13, 2020Ron  Old Bridge

in response to GILBERT COHEN-SEBAN:
Chag kashar visameach

Reply
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