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Our Way of Holding You A Brooklyn rabbi on what
it’s like to officiate a funeral over Zoom.

As told to Lisa Miller
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A series on the contours of grief.
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Two weeks ago, Rabbi Rachel Timoner of Congregation Beth Elohim in Brooklyn, New York
(where I am a member), performed her first virtual burial service. A member of her
congregation had died at home of COVID-19, and because they were quarantined, his
tmmediate family members — his wife and their two adult sons — were not able to travel to the
cemetery. So Timoner went to the graveside and officiated the burial service by herself- The
deceased’s brother and sister-in-law were there, but 20 feet away, and the rest of the family
watched over Zoom. “I was extremely moved that Rachel was willing to do this,” the widow told
me. “She kind of tried to make it like I was there. I think she knew that I was very troubled by
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“Hordes and hordes of
tourists were elbowing our family out of the way to film Tyler on the horse.”
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