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The General Authority of Islamic Affairs and Endowments took to Twitter on Monday night to announce that are
temporarily suspended congregational prayers, including those offered on Friday, in all mosques, prayer facilities
and areas of worship across the country, to avoid the spread of the Covid-19 contagion.

The directive, effective from 9pm on March 16 for a period of four weeks, is based on the instructions of the
Ministry of Health and Protection and the Fatwa of the UAE Fatwa Council.

The authority appealed to all worshippers and mosque-goers to comply with the directive and perform their
prayers at home.
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Announcement

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

The General Authority of Islamic Affairs and Endowments (GAIAE) — in pursuance of the High-
er Shari‘ah Objectives as regards the preservation of religion and life, in an effort to prevent
the spread of the emerging coronavirus (COVID-19), in compliance with our national and
humanitarian responsibility, in implementing the directives of the National Emergency Cri-
sis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA) and the Ministry of Health and Protection
(MOHAP), and based on the Fatwa of the UAE Fatwa Council — has announced the temporary
suspension of congregational and Jum‘ah (Friday) prayers in all mosques, prayer facilities and
areas of worship in the UAE, effective from 9pm today (Monday, 16 March, 2020) for a period
of four weeks from the time of announcement. Thereafter the situation (temporary suspension
of congregational and Jum'ah prayers) will be reassesed based on the latest developments.
The General Authority of Islamic Affairs and Endowments appeal to all mosque-goers and
worshipers to comply with this obligation and perform their prayers at home and supplicate to
Allah Most High asking Him to remove this pandemic and calamity and grant all of humanity
health, wellbeing and recovery.
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The General Authority of Islamic Affairs and Endowments (GAIAE) ~in pursuance of the High-
er Shari‘ah Objectives as regards the preservation of religion and life, in an effort to prevent
the spread of the emerging coronavirus (COVID-19), in compliance with our national and
humanitarian responsibility, in implementing the directives of the Mational Emergency Cri-
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