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As the people of God, we regularly gather on the Lord’s Day (Rev. 1:10), and as

we do, we affirm and live out our love for God and love for others (Matt. 22:37-

39). In our love for others, we “encourage one another, and all the more as you
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see the Day drawing near” (Heb. 10:25).

As the people of God, we always “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). Since

one of the important elements of our corporate gathering is prayer, we also

pray corporately with a singular voice.

We are now in the midst of a COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. This affects

our corporate gatherings, since one of the ways it is being addressed to prevent

the spread of the virus is “social distancing.”

Prayer is a means God has given to His people to
respond to such matters.

TWEET (HTTP: / /WWW.TWITTER.COM/INTENT/TWEET?URL=HTTPS: / /WWW.EFCA.ORG/BLOG/LEADING-CHURCHES/NATIONAL-

PRAYER-RESPONSE-

CORONAVIRUS&TEXT=+PRAYER+IS+A+MEANS+GOD+HAS+GIVEN+TO+HIS+PEOPLE+TO+RESPOND+TO+SUCH+MATTERS.++%40THEEFCA)

Last week, President Trump called for a National Day of Prayer in response to

the current coronavirus pandemic. The National Day of Prayer Task Force has

written a prayer for the people of God to pray corporately on this National Day

of Prayer. The prayer is included which we, as the people of God, can pray with

a unified voice.

We come to our Father, through the Son, by the Spirit (Eph. 2:18). Thankfully,

God hears our prayers (Matt. 7:7-11). And trustingly, prayer is a means God has

given to His people to respond to such matters. Remember, prayer is our chief

exercise of faith. Intercessory prayer is also our chief expression of love – love

to God and love for others.

On this National Day of Prayer, please join in prayer along with many other

believers.
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Prayer
Heavenly Father, we turn to You in prayer not panic in response to this pandemic.

We praise You as our Almighty Creator and Sustainer. You are the author of our

days, our refuge and strength.

Lord, we humbly ask that You push back and remove this virus from us; glorify

Yourself in this national and global emergency. We cry out to You in unified prayer:

For those who have suffered loss of family and friends from this virus. Please

comfort them.

For those who are currently sick we ask that You heal them.

For those who are filled with fear and anxiety in the uncertainty of what to do, or

in isolation of quarantine, we ask that You be their courage and that they would

acknowledge Your presence. Thank You for being our God who never leaves or

forsakes us.

For those who are not able to go to work and earn a paycheck we ask that You

provide for their needs. Please connect them with services who are providing

food and other resources at this time.

For those who are researching and responding to the pandemic we ask that You

pour out Your wisdom, knowledge and understanding in them and through

them. Please incline our ears to truth and give us steadfast hearts as our

confidence is in You. Give us discernment to divide rumors from reality, help us to

make wise decisions and listen to good information.

For all hospital and nursing home staff, doctors, nurses, lab technicians, first

responders, military personnel, and everyone who is at risk to exposure as they

serve and care for those who are or may have been infected. Please protect them

and give them and their families peace as they serve. Help them to keep patients

calm as they work and walk in faith in You.

Lord, help us always to respond with Your love to our neighbors. Prompt us to



check on those near and dear to us as well as neighbors we might not have met

yet who may need our help. Help us to remember those around us who are most

vulnerable to this virus and to help them by bringing them groceries or other

things that will help keep them from exposure.

For those who are making decisions about closures and cancellations we ask that

You guide them to consider what is best for people not profit. Lord that they will

trust You and make the safest decision for the population they serve, teach,

entertain, and employ. Continue to pour out Your creativity on us in the methods

of staying connected and productive through technology.

We pray that this unprecedented time in our generation would be used to draw

nearer to You and our families. Turn our attention to the many times we have

thought or said, “we don’t have enough time to ________.” Help us to use this

time to rightly reset and prioritize our relationship with You and our family. Let us

draw near to You in faith as our Father and our fortress.

Deliver us from this disease we pray and let Your glory fill the earth as You respond

to our prayers. Amen.

Greg Strand (/blog/authors/greg-strand)
EFCA

Greg Strand is EFCA executive director of theology and credentialing, and he serves on the
Board of Ministerial Standing as well as the Spiritual Heritage Committee. He and his family

are members of Northfield (Minnesota) EFC.

https://www.efca.org/blog/authors/greg-strand


 2  prayer (/blog/tags/prayer), COVID-19 (/blog/tags/covid-19)

Disqus seems to be taking longer than usual. Reload?

E M A I L  U P D AT E S

Subscribe to receive EFCA blog updates.

R E L AT E D  P O S T S

Email Address *

Subscribe

Bending the COVID Bow of Bronze (/blog/leading-churches/bending-covid-bow-bronze)

Regathering as the People of God (/blog/leading-churches/regathering-people-god)

Reboot: A Guide for Returning to Church Gatherings (/blog/leading-churches/reboot-guide-
returning-church-gatherings)

Contending for Community as Quarantines Lift (/blog/leading-churches/contending-
community-quarantines-lift)

https://www.efca.org/blog/tags/prayer
https://www.efca.org/blog/tags/covid-19
https://www.efca.org/blog/leading-churches/national-prayer-response-coronavirus#
https://www.efca.org/blog/leading-churches/bending-covid-bow-bronze
https://www.efca.org/blog/leading-churches/regathering-people-god
https://www.efca.org/blog/leading-churches/reboot-guide-returning-church-gatherings
https://www.efca.org/blog/leading-churches/contending-community-quarantines-lift


Blog (/blog)

Resources (/resources)

Contact (/contact)

ABOUT

Our identity (/about/who-we-are)

Our faith (/about/what-we-believe)

Our mission (/about/why-it-matters)

MINISTRIES

Global mission (/ministries/reachglobal)

National mission (/ministries/reachnational)

Crisis response (/ministries/reachglobal/crisis-response)

OPPORTUNITIES

Ways to serve (/opportunities/serve)

Internships (/opportunities/internships)

Employment (/opportunities/employment)

5 Ways to Lead Through a Crisis and Into the Future (/blog/leading-churches/5-ways-lead-
through-crisis-and-future)

https://www.efca.org/blog
https://www.efca.org/resources
https://www.efca.org/contact
https://www.efca.org/about/who-we-are
https://www.efca.org/about/what-we-believe
https://www.efca.org/about/why-it-matters
https://www.efca.org/ministries/reachglobal
https://www.efca.org/ministries/reachnational
https://www.efca.org/ministries/reachglobal/crisis-response
https://www.efca.org/opportunities/serve
https://www.efca.org/opportunities/internships
https://www.efca.org/opportunities/employment
https://www.efca.org/blog/leading-churches/5-ways-lead-through-crisis-and-future


TRAINING & EVENTS

Conferences (/resources/conferences)

Courses (/resources/library?rtype%5B%5D=24&orderby=date&searchterm=#results)

Credentialing (/resources/credentialing)

Statement of Faith (/resources/document/efca-statement-faith)

Theological positions (/resources/document/theological-definitions-positions)

National office (/ministries/office-president)

Church districts (/districts)

Ministry contacts (/ministry-contacts)

Preferred providers & partners (/resources/preferred-providers-and-partnerships)

 (https://twitter.com/TheEFCA)   (https://www.facebook.com/my.efca)   (https://vimeo.com/efcavideos)

(http://www.ecfa.org/MemberProfile.aspx?
ID=9012)

© 2002–2020 Evangelical Free Church of America
All rights reserved. Read our privacy policy (https://www.efca.org/privacy-policy) and copyright policy
(https://www.efca.org/copyright-policy).

https://twitter.com/TheEFCA
https://www.facebook.com/my.efca
https://vimeo.com/efcavideos
http://www.ecfa.org/MemberProfile.aspx?ID=9012
https://www.efca.org/privacy-policy
https://www.efca.org/copyright-policy
https://www.efca.org/resources/conferences
https://www.efca.org/resources/library?rtype%5B%5D=24&orderby=date&searchterm=#results
https://www.efca.org/resources/credentialing
https://www.efca.org/resources/document/efca-statement-faith
https://www.efca.org/resources/document/theological-definitions-positions
https://www.efca.org/ministries/office-president
https://www.efca.org/districts
https://www.efca.org/ministry-contacts
https://www.efca.org/resources/preferred-providers-and-partnerships

