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Tashlich: Casting off and Building Community
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After over a year of virtual gatherings and socially distanced greetings, more than 600 people masked up and made

their way to Ocean Beach in San Francisco for the annual “Tashlique” event hosted by Reboot and the JCCSF. 

The joy in the air was palpable as families and friends exchanged long overdue hugs and children played together in

the sand. Luther Dickinson of the North Mississippi Allstars played guitar as people arrived, providing the score for

the sweet reunions. After welcomes from Reboot CEO David Katznelson and prayers and reflection from Rabbi

Batshir Toricho, musicians from The Church of John Coltrane, The Jazz Mafia, and The Irish Pipers (yes – bagpipes!)

erupted in music. “When the Saints Go Marching In” could be heard across the beach as more than  600 people

made their way to the water to scatter birdseed and reflect on the year that was coming to a close. 

And as we all walked to the shore, the sun broke through the clouds and shone sweet golden hour on the face and

the souls of the revelers. 

While the traditional post-Tashlique bonfire and s’mores did not take place this year for COVID safety, everyone

received small bags of s’mores trail mix on their way out to close the evening with a sweet treat for a sweet new year.

It is lively, lovely and done as a community from across

movements and traditions. Everyone is welcome and I love

the music added by the Church of John Coltrane and the

Jazz Mafia...It is a big spiritual highlight for our family.
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Tashlich: Casting off and Building Community

Every year, I spend Tashlich at the beach basking in the sounds of jazz, bag pipers and horns – in addition to the Shofar. It’s a

tradition that I started with friends years ago when I truly needed community. And this year, after spending so much time apart,

we all need community more than ever. This unique tradition, now shared with Reboot and the JCCSF and drawing crowds of

hundreds, began in the spring of 1996.
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Tashlich

Tashlich or Tashlikh, ( תשליך ) is a ceremony every Rosh Hashanah marking the beginning of the new year when we “cast off” the

old year and, with it, the things we chose not to carry forward. It is one of the most symbolic of Jewish ceremonies…(more)
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10Q: Reflect. React. Renew.

Life’s Biggest Questions. Answered By You. 10Q emails you a question a day for 10 days during the High Holidays. Afterwards,

you send your answers to the secure online vault. One year later, your answers are unlocked and returned and the process

begins anew.
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