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American clergy respond to pandemic with unique considerations of culture, history, and faith values.
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black church... where we’re just glad to get together because of how hard life
has been historically for us here in America. Church has been a safe place for
us. It’s been a safe harbor. Now here we are faced with the inability to come
together.”

Last week, the federal government strongly urged Americans not to gather in
groups of more than 10, and restrictions keep coming. We suspect that many

churches will close in the near future, but the decision will not been easy.

In St. Louis, the mayor hosted a teleconference with 300 clergy, including
many of black churches, to urge them not to hold services. While some chose
to stop meetings and modify their ministries, others struggled to make the

change.

higan, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer banned gatherings of more than 50 but

522 gempted churches from penalties. This will give some churches more

TweeT s, though many are choosing to modify in some way. Triumph Church,

suare hassevenlocations in the Detroit area, will continue to gather in

1, for now, though it expanded the number of services to reduce
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sgation size and is asking members to register ahead of time so it can
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Alot of things inform these responses to the coronavirus outbreak: culture,
histories of discrimination, and marginalization, as well as faith-based
values. People experience events like COVID-19 not only as individuals but
also in communities and in the social locations we inhabit. As social
scientists—Deidra as a black woman doing research on HPV and Elaine as a
white woman who studies how religious organizations respond to science—
we offer some observations based on our research for the past 10 years at the
Religion and Public Life Program at Rice University. We have been gathering
upwards of 150 religious and civic leaders regularly to talk about how we can
use social science research on religion to build common ground for the

common good.

Among the congregations we have checked in with during the past two
weeks, it seems to us that in our city of Houston, Texas, black churches, in
particular, have continued to gather in person. In our city, Windsor Village
United Methodist Church, which has about 16,000 members, and Good Hope
Missionary Baptist Church, which has more than 2,500, both initially
responded with statements informing members that while they would be
exercising precautions, they would still be holding corporate worship
services. They have since modified their approaches: Windsor Village

transitioned to all virtual services last Sunday; Good Hope met for corporate

worship while requiring adjusted practices, such as liberal hand washing and

greeting by waving instead of hand shaking,.
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faith, not fear, in the midst of this pandemic.

But pastors are now being forced to exercise a different kind of faith—
trusting God as provider in the midst of financial and other kinds of threats,
as they are having to make the difficult decision of closing church doors in
order to protect the flock within communities that deeply prioritize

collective strength and uplift.

Social scientist of religion Cleve V. Tinsley IV says that “There are multiple
reasons these large mega-churches may keep their doors open, reasons that
relate to a complex web of fear of paying large mortgages and staff salaries,
smaller black churches collapsing because of lack of institutional and
financial support; they also may not have the kind of larger structural
resources to maintain their buildings that some mainline churches have

‘heir doors close and giving inevitably drops off.
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“There also may be differences between older and younger generations of
black Americans. Those who have been through Jim Crow may go to church
no matter what. We need to be considering the structural, economic, and

generational divides that shape responses to COVID-19,” said Tinsley.

Public health scholars also offer the Health Belief Model to explain why
some might continue to meet despite public health warnings. The model
suggests that people engage in health-promoting behaviors, such as social
distancing, when perceived threat of a disease is high (meaning preventive

action is the product of one’s perceived susceptibility of contracting a
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19 coupled with WHO reports that 80 percent of the cases are “mild” might

factor into the equation.

Another reason may be that some black Christians have more pressing
problems. Poverty and race are deeply connected in cities like Houston. For
example, black families are twice as likely as white and Asian families to be

living in poverty.

When I (Elaine) recently surveyed congregations about how they are
responding to new scientific technologies, one pastor of a predominantly
black church in an impoverished metropolitan area told me with a laugh, “I
think for most people within my congregation they are just dealing with the
routine of living. If I started talking to them about science they might say,

‘Pastor, what the hell is wrong with you?””

522 1e ways, then, intense fear of the virus may be a preserve of the

tweer  ged. Those who barely have enough food and are living paycheck to
suare >ckmay not have capacity to worry about virus spread. Those who are

st paid may also be the most likely to have to go to work when sick, not
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PRINT

tant social role for black Americans who have been kept out of other
social institutions, which may lead to mistrust in those institutions. For
example, according to a new Pew Research study, nearly 80 percent of black
Protestants are not confident that President Donald Trump is doing a good
job to address the outbreak.

Further, we do not see many scientists and physicians of color talking about
COVID-19 in the media. We have Jerome Adams, the US surgeon general and
amember of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, but we need many
more public black voices to amplify the voices of the black scientists and
epidemiologists that we do have. And long term, we simply need more black
Americans in science and technology professions. Black Americans, who
comprise 12 to 14 percent of the US population, make up just over 1 percent
of all those who have careers in science, medicine, or technology. One black
pastor said to Elaine during a recent research interview that for many
African Americans, science seems like “a no-trespassing zone,” where they

feel marginalized because of both their race and their faith.

What can we do? Churches can play a role in alleviating this public health

crisis by partnering with health experts to inform people of actions they can

take to reduce risk. Practicing extensive hand washing, avoiding social
gatherings, and staying home if we or others in our households are sick is the
best way to love our neighbors. In this way, we can gracefully push back on
the notion that science is at war with Christianity, a myth we’ve uncovered

in our work interviewing scientists and congregants. To overcome COVID-
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In the words of theologian and writer Candice Marie Benbow, “as a Sunday
kind of people, we bear witness to our faith and resilience every day. And, on
the day we consider most holy, we have an incredible opportunity to

reimagine the ways we honor that truth.”

Back in Pennsylvania, James emphasized the black church’s unique history
itivity in meeting—be it during slavery to strategizing during the civil
o2 era to combatting racism today. When “church” already feels defined,
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Elaine Howard Ecklund is Herbert S. Autrey Chair in Social Sciences and Director of the Religion
and Public Life Program at Rice University. She is, most recently, author of Why Science and Faith
Need Each Other: Eight Shared Values that Move Us Beyond Fear.

Deidra Carroll Coleman is a DrPH candidate at the University of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston studying human papillomavirus vaccine initiation for black and Hispanic youth. She is
also a research project manager with the Religion and Public Life Program at Rice University.

u Reply on Twitter n Join in on Facebook

TAGS: African Americans | Coronavirus | Medicine and Health | Science | Sociology
POSTED: March 24, 2020
MORE FROM: Elaine Howard Ecklund and Deidra Carroll Coleman

Subscribe to Christianity Today and get
access to this article plus 60+ years of

archives.

« Home delivery of CT magazine
¢ Complete access to articles on ChristianityToday.com
« Over 120 years of magazine archives plus full access to all of CT’s

online archives
e |earn more


https://ai.christianitytoday.com/cti/adclick/FCID=57750/viewid=30458002/random=8318509132/site=ctmag/area=article/position=content_1/size=300x250,600x250,600x150,970x250/category=/keyword=Sociology,ChurchLifeandMinistry/platform=/status=guest/visit_source=
https://zora.medium.com/coronavirus-is-forcing-black-churches-to-make-tough-choices-34faa6c88fee
https://theundefeated.com/features/in-age-of-the-coronavirus-touching-and-reaching-souls-is-different-now-for-the-black-church/
https://ai.christianitytoday.com/cti/adclick/FCID=-4/viewid=30458002/random=5051376686/site=ctmag/area=article/position=spotlight_1/size=/category=/keyword=/platform=/status=guest/visit_source=
https://twitter.com/ctmagazine
https://twitter.com/ctmagazine
https://www.facebook.com/CTMagazine
https://www.facebook.com/CTMagazine
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14210
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=17737
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=13766
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=17052
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=15248
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/search?type=author&query=Elaine%20Howard%20Ecklund%20and%20Deidra%20Carroll%20Coleman
https://subscribe.christianitytoday.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=TDY&cds_page_id=240948
https://subscribe.christianitytoday.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=TDY&cds_page_id=240948
https://subscribe.christianitytoday.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=TDY&cds_page_id=229992&cds_from_id=WHatYouGetCT
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.christianitytoday.com%2fct%2f2020%2fmarch-web-only%2fcoronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html&title=It%e2%80%99s+Hard+to+Close+Black+Churches+amid+COVID-19
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.christianitytoday.com%2fct%2f2020%2fmarch-web-only%2fcoronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html&via=CTMagazine&text=It%e2%80%99s+Hard+to+Close+Black+Churches+amid+COVID-19&counturl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.christianitytoday.com%2fct%2f2020%2fmarch-web-only%2fcoronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html&sharetext=It%e2%80%99s+Hard+to+Close+Black+Churches+amid+COVID-19+via+%40CTMagazine
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/coronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html?utm_source%3dwhatsapp%26utm_medium%3dwebshare%26utm_campaign%3dCT
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/coronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html?share=
mailto:?to=&subject=Christianity%20Today:%20It%E2%80%99s%20Hard%20to%20Close%20Black%20Churches%20amid%20COVID-19&body=https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/coronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/channel/utilities/print.html?type=article&id=181308
https://subscribe.christianitytoday.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=TDY&cds_page_id=212782&cds_misc_1=I0FB000S1&cds_misc_2=I0FB000S1&cds_misc_3=I0FB000SP&cds_response_key=I0FB000S1

Already a subscriber? Log in

Read These Next

DRUM | THE EXCHANGE
hristians Spreading Corona Conspiracies: Gullibility is not a Spiritual Gift
w~ers of Jesus, we are people of the truth. Falling for (and spreading) conspiracy theories does not honor the Lord, but it does cause people to

LINK

EmaL  lourjudgement.

[ZER
PRINT

z
s
dﬁ.\w

(7 (0 =t
\L;,L WELIML
AC

1

FAMILY
Pregnancy Centers Shift Their Strategy &

A new generation of Christian leaders is making the movement more effective by taking a broader look at community dynamics.
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20 Prayers to Pray During This Pandemic
As COVID-19 sends the globe into crisis, it also sends us to our knees.
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Knock Knock. It's Weird Evangelical Twitter.

Online, millennial Christians embrace the absurd.
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Highlighting the Truth,
Goodness, and Beauty
of the Gospel

522

TWEET Your subscription helps support Christianity Today
and its cause of Beautiful Orthodoxy.

SHARE

LINK SUBSCRIEBE

EMAIL

PRINT

CHRISTIANITY TODAY

Christianity Today: Home | FAQ | Masthead | Donate | Site Map | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Contact Us | Subscriber Help | Advertise | En Espafol |
International: CT Korea | Global Christianity | Log In

STAY INFORMED. SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE NEWSLETTER.

ENTER YOUR EMAIL

CHRISTIANITY &' TODAY

Who We Are Careers
What We Do Media Room
Stories Follow Us

How to Partner

Privacy Policy & Cookies Help
Terms of Use Contact Us
Advertise My Account

Subscribe for complete access to print and digital issues.


https://ai.christianitytoday.com/cti/adclick/FCID=47876/viewid=30458002/random=3932100861/site=ctmag/area=article/position=promo_1/size=470x350/category=/keyword=/platform=/status=guest/visit_source=
https://ai.christianitytoday.com/cti/adclick/FCID=47866/viewid=30458002/random=8776560526/site=ctmag/area=article/position=promo_2/size=470x350/category=/keyword=/platform=/status=guest/visit_source=
https://www.christianitytoday.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/help/faq.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/help/about-us/masthead.html
https://www.christianitytoday.org/give/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/help/sitemap.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/help/permissions-and-privacy/termsofuse.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/help/permissions-and-privacy/privacy-policy.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/help/contactus.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/help/
http://www.christianitytodayads.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/en-espanol/
http://www.ctkorea.net/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/international/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/login.html
https://www.christianitytoday.org/give/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/who-we-are/our-ministry/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/what-we-do/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/stories/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/partner-with-us/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/careers/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/media-room/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/what-we-do/connect-with-us/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/help/permissionsandprivacy/privacy-policy.html
https://www.christianitytoday.org/help/permissionsandprivacy/terms-of-use.html
http://www.christianitytodayads.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/help/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/myaccount?page=contact
https://www.christianitytoday.org/myaccount
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/may-june/weird-evangelical-twitter.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/may-june/weird-evangelical-twitter.html
https://www.christianitytoday.org/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/who-we-are/our-ministry/online-history.html
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.christianitytoday.com%2fct%2f2020%2fmarch-web-only%2fcoronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html&title=It%e2%80%99s+Hard+to+Close+Black+Churches+amid+COVID-19
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.christianitytoday.com%2fct%2f2020%2fmarch-web-only%2fcoronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html&via=CTMagazine&text=It%e2%80%99s+Hard+to+Close+Black+Churches+amid+COVID-19&counturl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.christianitytoday.com%2fct%2f2020%2fmarch-web-only%2fcoronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html&sharetext=It%e2%80%99s+Hard+to+Close+Black+Churches+amid+COVID-19+via+%40CTMagazine
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/coronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html?utm_source%3dwhatsapp%26utm_medium%3dwebshare%26utm_campaign%3dCT
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/coronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html?share=
mailto:?to=&subject=Christianity%20Today:%20It%E2%80%99s%20Hard%20to%20Close%20Black%20Churches%20amid%20COVID-19&body=https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/coronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/channel/utilities/print.html?type=article&id=181308
https://subscribe.christianitytoday.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=TDY&cds_page_id=212782&cds_misc_1=I0FB000S1&cds_misc_2=I0FB000S1&cds_misc_3=I0FB000SP&cds_response_key=I0FB000S1

beautifuloORTHODOXY

N

Christianity Today strengthens the church by richly communicating the breadth of the true, good, and beautiful gospel.

Learn more

© 2020 Christianity Today - a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

522
TWEET
SHARE

LINK

EMAIL

PRINT

Subscribe for complete access to print and digital issues.


https://www.christianitytoday.org/who-we-are/beautiful-orthodoxy/
https://www.christianitytoday.org/who-we-are/beautiful-orthodoxy/
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.christianitytoday.com%2fct%2f2020%2fmarch-web-only%2fcoronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html&title=It%e2%80%99s+Hard+to+Close+Black+Churches+amid+COVID-19
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.christianitytoday.com%2fct%2f2020%2fmarch-web-only%2fcoronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html&via=CTMagazine&text=It%e2%80%99s+Hard+to+Close+Black+Churches+amid+COVID-19&counturl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.christianitytoday.com%2fct%2f2020%2fmarch-web-only%2fcoronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html&sharetext=It%e2%80%99s+Hard+to+Close+Black+Churches+amid+COVID-19+via+%40CTMagazine
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/coronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html?utm_source%3dwhatsapp%26utm_medium%3dwebshare%26utm_campaign%3dCT
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/coronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html?share=
mailto:?to=&subject=Christianity%20Today:%20It%E2%80%99s%20Hard%20to%20Close%20Black%20Churches%20amid%20COVID-19&body=https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/coronavirus-hard-to-close-black-churches-amid-covid-19.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/channel/utilities/print.html?type=article&id=181308
https://subscribe.christianitytoday.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=TDY&cds_page_id=212782&cds_misc_1=I0FB000S1&cds_misc_2=I0FB000S1&cds_misc_3=I0FB000SP&cds_response_key=I0FB000S1

