Q = Q| search English ¥  Signn

CHURCH Q NAZARENE

(a—

Hope and prayer
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Even though these are challenging times, this past weekend was a blessing in the
Church of the Nazarene, as worship services from around the world were broadcast
through live stream or by video. Many churches reported reaching more people than
ever before with the hope of Jesus Christ. People who would not normally feel
comfortable entering a church building entered into digital space and encountered
grace and peace. We give thanks to the Lord for this!
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We are also deeply appreciative of the efforts so many of our churches are making
to serve the needs around them in creative ways. We have seen so many examples
of creative responses, from a congregation in Maine, USA, stepping up to fill the gap
for food deliveries to the elderly to the Cape Verdean Nazarene pastors who were
invited to bring a worship service to the country via a national television station, to
Sunday school classes meeting by video conferencing, to a drive-in church where
people drove to a parking lot and worshiped in their cars as the pastor and worship
leaders led from an outdoor platform to a youth group in Ohio, USA, who decided to
bring joy to people living in a senior care center through a drama program (from an
appropriate distance outside, of course). These are just a few of the many stories we
could share. All these are testaments to the faithfulness of God and the creativity of
our people. Extraordinary times demand extraordinary means.

Some have asked for suggestions of how to pray during this season of COVID-19.
Here are a few ways to focus your intercession:

1. Pray for wisdom for the leaders of your countries, states or provinces, and
cities. Ask God to give them good counsel and wise discernment to know what is
needed to protect their citizens. Pray for other countries besides your own that
may be faced with difficult and complex situations unlike what you are
experiencing. Every region of the world is seeking to weather the pandemic.

2. Pray for the protection of medical professionals and health care workers
laboring to care for the sickest and those most needy. Pray for divine
understanding and supernatural strength from God for their daily tasks. Many
are facing a shortage of the most basic medical supplies. Pray for researchers,
scientists, and manufacturers who are working to find cures and produce
treatment equipment.

3. Pray for healing and comfort for those who are sick, lonely, and afraid,
particularly the most vulnerable and endangered. This includes the elderly,
those with chronic pre-existing health conditions, those without adequate health
care, and those who are isolated due to quarantines.

4. Pray for those most at risk economically. The entire world is confronted with
enormous financial implications, but for those who are single-income families,



those caring for children anad older parents at home, those who are self-
employed, those who are in the service industry, and many others, this is an
especially devastating time.

5. Pray for your pastors and church board leaders to know how to navigate the
ministries and mission of the local church with a balance of caution, courage,
and compassion. Pastors are front-line caregivers and “shepherds” of the people
of God. If you are able, remember to support your church financially during a
time when public meetings are not possible.

6. Pray for the Church around the world, including those of other traditions and
denominations. While we ask God to bring an end to the pandemic, we also pray
that the Church will find ways to serve, comfort, and love our neighbors for the
sake of Christ and the healing of the world.

Phineas Bresee dreamed of a worldwide church when he said, “The sun never sets
on the Church of the Nazarene.” Today that dream is a reality. We can literally cover
the earth in our prayers, 24 hours a day. Let's be faithful to that calling.

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen” (Ephesians 3:20-
21).

Grace and peace to you all,
The Board of General Superintendents
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Humble us Lord at your feet, help us to seek you in greater measure and be willing to
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God bless you all. Keep one another in prayer.
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